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rapid putee. When this patient was admitted to the hospital the heart 
sounds were strong and distinct, but through an error the operation was 
delayed three hours after admission. The child perished during this time. 

In the third case the uterus grasped the child so firmly at operation that 
the lower end of the uterine incision was slightly torn in delivering the 
foetus. This patient had one rise of temperature during her convalescence, 
which soon subsided. 

Kerr believes that craniotomy should be positively declined when the 
child is living and in good condition. He believes that sterilization should 
not be practised, because the mortality is now not sufficiently great to pre¬ 
vent a repetition of the operation if necessary. He believes that it is well 
to select the time of operation to have the circumstances favorable. It is 
important not to wait until the lower uterine segment has developed, because 
this is readily tom and easily infected. The placenta in each case was on 
the posterior wall of the uterus and the Fallopian tubes were close together 
upon the anterior wall. In the Fallopian tube tissue excised decidual 
cells were not found. 

Puerperal Te tan us.—In the Indian Medical Gazette , vol. xxxvi., No. 5, 
1901, Kedarnath Das reports the case of a Hindoo woman delivered at 
full term of a living child. On the tenth day the infant was seized with 
trismus neonatorum, and died within twenty-four hours. The mother de¬ 
veloped tetanus, and was admitted to a hospital. She was treated by wash¬ 
ing out the uterus with an antiseptic solution, with the free use of chloral 
by rectal injections and by hypodermoclysis. The spasms continued six 
weeks before the patient began to grow essentially better. An abundance 
of liquid food was given and the bowels were kept open regularly. During 
her illness the patient received 8 ounces, 6 drachms, and 10 grains of chloral 
hydrate. Das has collected 68 cases of puerperal tetanus, showing a remark¬ 
ably small percentage of recovery. He could find but five recoveries, giv¬ 
ing a mortality of 92 per cent. There were 21 cases treated by antitoxin, 
given either by subcutaneous or intracerebral injections. Of these but one 
recovered, a mortality of 95 per cent Among these cases of tetanus but 4 
occurred in India, where the disease does not seem to be common. One of 
these recovered, giving a mortality of 75 per cent. 

Prolonged Retention of the Foetus During Labor by the Enormously 
Dilated Cervix.— Rapin (La Semaine Medicate , November 13,1901) reports 
the case of a primipara, aged twenty-five years, who was suffering from a 
tedious labor. The head came down into the pelvic cavity and upon the 
pelvic floor, when the attention of the midwife was attracted by a tumor 
eituated between the symphysis and the umbilicus. The descent of the head 
ceased and assistance was summoned. On examination the pelvis was found 
somewhat contracted in its antero-posterior diameter. The head was in the 
pelvic cavity, the smaller fontanelle obliquely and toward the left The 
fcetal heart sounds were not heard, and upon the presenting portion of the 
head there was a tumor which bled somewhat A tumor of elastic consistence 
was found between the pube3 and the umbilicus. Thinking that this was a 
distended bladder, the patient was catheterized, but the tumor did not dis- 
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appear. The forceps were then applied, but the head could not be delivered 
with moderate traction. Digital examination could discover no apparent 
reason for the retention of the foetus. The patient was accordingly trans¬ 
ferred to the hospital. Upon examination there it was discovered that the 
two arms of the foetus seemed engaged in the pelvis beside the head, and 
that if these could not be dislodged the child could not be delivered. Accord- 
ingly the fmtus was cautiously delivered by version and found to be dead 
and somewhat macerated. It was perfectly formed and in no way a mon¬ 
strosity. Immediately after delivery there was free hemorrhage, which 
ceased after the expulsion of the placenta, a hot intra-uterine douche of lysol 
and compression of the uterus. The abdominal tumor disappeared. Upon 
farther examination it was fonnd that the abdominal tumor had been com¬ 
posed of the upper uterine segment containing the placenta. The child had 
been contained in the enormously distended lower uterine segment and 

cervix. . 

He also reports the case of a multipara who had had bix normal confine¬ 
ments previously. She had a flat rhachitic pelvis. The head was presenting 
and fixed in the pelvis, the heart sounds feeble and irregular. Meconium 
was escaping from the vulva, and there Beemed to be fetid gas in the uterus. 
It was evident that the cervix was enormously distended. The forceps were 
applied at the superior strait, and a male child asphyxiated was delivered. 
The child was resuscitated. The placenta was removed and the uterus 
thoroughly douched with a hot antiseptic solution, when upon examination 
it was found that the upper uterine segment had been invaginated into the 
lower. It was enormously distended. 

Both of these patients recovered, which must be considered an excellent 
result in view of the very serious distention which was present. 

Labor Brought on by Alcoholic Neuritis —Lit Page reports in the 
Camples Rendus de la Sociite <C Obstelrique de Farit, 1901, vol. iii., the case of 
a patient in her second pregnancy whose first pregnancy had terminated 
normally In the present gestation the patient suflered severely from 
nausea and vomiting, and had great difficulty in walking, with much pain 
in the lower limbs. A physician whom she consulted ordered baths and a 
milk diet. She finally became much worse, with frequent pulso, elevated 
temperature, dry tongue, delirium, and marked and excited movements. 
The lower extremities were paralyzed, the feet extended upon the legs, and 
the hands were immobilized and flexed upon the forearms. There was no 
inequality of the pupils and no strabismus. The abdomen was slightly dis¬ 
tended, and there were sordes on the borders of the gums and teeth. There 
was nothing abnormal about the heart and lungs and no albumin in the 
urine. The appearance of the patient was that of a severe typhoid infection. 

The serum diagnosis was negative, and labor was induced by the introduc¬ 
tion of an elastic bag. During the treatment of the case it was learned that 
the patient had used large quantities of alcohol, drinking rum very freely. 
The delivery was spontaneous. The patient afterward made a very tedious 
recovery, with atrophy of the muscles, which yielded slowly to electrical 
treatment. The case was a typical one of polyneuritis, undoubtedly of 
alcoholic origin. 
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